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b 1902 
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title of the resolution was 
amended so as to read: ‘‘Condemning in 
the strongest terms the terrorist at-
tacks in Manchester, United Kingdom, 
on May 22, 2017, and in London, United 
Kingdom, on June 3, 2017, expressing 
heartfelt condolences, and reaffirming 
unwavering support for the special re-
lationship between our peoples and na-
tions in the wake of these attacks.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I was ab-

sent during rollcall votes No. 286 and No. 287 
due to my spouse’s health situation in Cali-
fornia. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on H. Res. 354—Condemning the vio-
lence against peaceful protesters outside the 
Turkish Ambassador’s residence on May 16, 
2017, and calling for the perpetrators to be 
brought to justice and measures to be taken to 
prevent similar incidents in the future, as 
amended. I would have also voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
H. Res. 355—Condemning in the strongest 
terms the terrorist attacks in Manchester, 
United Kingdom, on May 22, 2017, expressing 
heartfelt condolences, and reaffirming unwav-
ering support for the special relationship be-
tween our peoples and nations in the wake of 
these attacks, as amended. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had I 

been present for the vote on H. Res. 354, a 
resolution ‘‘Condemning the violence against 
peaceful protesters outside the Turkish Am-
bassador’s residence on May 16, 2017, and 
calling for the perpetrators to be brought to 
justice and measures to be taken to prevent 
similar incidents in the future’’ (Rollcall Vote 
No. 286), I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

I would have also voted ‘‘aye’’ on H. Res. 
355, a resolution ‘‘Condemning in the strong-
est terms the terrorist attacks in Manchester, 
United Kingdom, on May 22, 2017, expressing 
heartfelt condolences, and reaffirming 
unwaivering support for the special relation-
ship between our peoples and nations in the 
wake of these attacks’’ (Rollcall Vote No. 287). 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 60 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to remove my 
name as a cosponsor of H.R. 60. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. HIG-
GINS of Louisiana). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentlewoman 
from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEBBIE’S 
DREAM FOUNDATION 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to highlight the Debbie’s 
Dream Foundation, an organization in 
south Florida that seeks to make the 
cure for stomach cancer a reality while 
also supporting patients, families, and 
caregivers who are impacted by this 
disease. 

According to the NIH, Mr. Speaker, 
there are nearly 100,000 people living 
with stomach cancer in our great Na-
tion, but despite these alarming num-
bers, Americans diagnosed with stom-
ach cancer face a challenging battle, as 
it is difficult to find reliable informa-
tion, good treatments, and valuable re-
sources. Here is where Debbie’s Dream 
Foundation steps in. 

Debbie’s Dream Foundation works 
with local communities, businesses, 
government agencies, and the sci-
entific community to raise awareness 
about stomach cancer and promote re-
search and cutting-edge treatment to 
improve the lives of those afflicted 
with this cancer. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Debbie Zelman, the founder of this 
great organization, who is also under-
going treatment for this disease, for 
turning this tragedy into a positive 
change for others suffering from stom-
ach cancer. 

I also want to thank very much 
Debbie’s wonderful parents and all of 
the advocates for their lifesaving ef-
forts and unwavering commitment to 
defeat stomach cancer once and for all. 

f 

LEAVING PARIS AGREEMENT 
DAMAGING TO ENVIRONMENT 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, abandoning the commitments we 
made in the Paris climate accord is a 
massive self-inflicted wound to our en-
vironment, our global influence, and 
our economy. The damage caused to 
our economy and environment by leav-
ing the Paris Agreement is undeniable, 
but it was also completely foreseeable. 
That is why the first piece of legisla-
tion I wrote as a member of Congress 
called for our country to keep the 
pledges we made in this agreement, the 
promises we made to the world, and to 
ourselves. 

Through his decision, the President 
is ceding American leadership in the 
green economy to China, and 
kneecapping the global effort to 
counter the effects of climate change. 
While the President has made his 
choice, the rest of us can make ours. 

We must continue to resist global cli-
mate change by expanding our commit-

ments to green technology and sustain-
able practices. If we do so, we will not 
only address the challenges of our 
time, but also embrace its opportuni-
ties. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ESTHER BEGAM 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Esther Begam, a 
Holocaust survivor who recently re-
ceived her high school diploma from 
Wayzata High School at the age of 88. 

In 1942, Nazis invaded Poland and 
forced 11-year-old Esther and her fam-
ily into a labor camp. Esther tragically 
lost her mother and her brother in 
Auschwitz, as well as her older sister in 
another labor camp. 

After the war, she married another 
survivor and moved to Minnesota to 
start a family. In 2010, she was invited 
to share her story with the Wayzata 
High School history class, where she 
was asked what her biggest regret was, 
and Esther said she wished she had re-
ceived her high school diploma. 

So after hearing her story, the school 
was able to arrange a graduation cere-
mony. Last month, Esther was pre-
sented with a diploma in front of her 
children, her grandchildren, and her 
great-grandchildren, receiving a stand-
ing ovation that was 71 years overdue. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Esther 
Begam on her accomplishment after 
overcoming an incredibly difficult life 
challenge. She is truly an inspiration. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LONNY 
KAPLAN 

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, on Saturday, New Jersey’s 
12th Congressional District lost a man 
of great strength and valor. We lost a 
husband, a father, an activist. For 
many others, we lost a great friend. 

Lonny Kaplan and I met in the 1970s 
and long maintained a friendship of 
love and mutual respect. He is not only 
a statesman, but a hero. His commit-
ment to political activism, especially 
towards pro-Israel causes, made him 
instrumental in strengthening the rela-
tionship between the United States and 
Israel. 

Lonny was a respected leader in the 
Jewish community both here in the 
state and nationally, and will long be 
revered by those who had the honor to 
know him. The loss we feel as a con-
gressional district and as a nation is 
deep, but I know that Lonny will never 
be forgotten by the countless lives that 
he touched. 

f 

ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS MONTH 
(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 
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